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making it, so far as Greek Numismatics are concerned, one
of the finest in the world, as it ought to be. One result we
naturally feel to be an embarrassment. It is often said
that it is no use collecting Greek coins in these days because
so few of them come into market. It has been argued that
this is due to few being found. It is rather due to the
leakage from Greece having been largely stopped. This,
again, tempts me to moralize a little; I often think that
the great museums might help each other more than they
do by the exchange of duplicates. The passion of some
collectors to possess every coin of the same type that exists
and thus to prevent others from securing a specimen is a
miser's instinct, and not a scholar's. Once a collection
has secured an adequate representation of a type surely it
is better to exchange with other collections, and thus to
do homage to the cosmopolitan character of science as repre-
sented by coins. To return to JVI. Svoronos, we all of us
congratulate him on the mighty collection he presides over,
which contains so many rare prizes, and we congratulate
the Greek nation on having such a fine scholar and fine
courteous gentleman in charge of its numismatic treasures.
His first work was a notable monograph on the Coins of
Crete which received the distinction of being academically
crowned. He has since written a great work in four volumes
on the Coins of the Ptolemies which puts all other works on
that series in the shade. He has translated the Corpus
Numorum of our own Father Anchises Head into Greek,
and is now editing a volume on the Coins of Athens for
the great Corpus of Greek coins published by the Berlin
Academy. In 1898 he founded and has since edited the
Journal International d'Archeologie Numismatique, in which
numerous papers from his pen have appeared. This is a
great deal to have done in so short a space. May ,he
continue to have the same vigour and the same imaginative
genius (which sometimes runs away with all of us but